


Message from the President 

2011:  Looking Back in the Year-View Mirror 
Sometimes you’re the windshield, sometimes you’re the bug, and sometimes it all comes together!  The 
Kentucky Clean Fuels Coalition (KCFC) races to the finish of an amazing year with Kentucky out front in 
alternative fuels and advanced technologies.    

Despite turbulent economic times, KCFC has weathered the storms through the strength and support of our 
members.  Because of your diverse leadership and commitment, KCFC continues to be a leading, thriving, 
and influential organization within the Commonwealth and throughout the nation.  

Here are just a few of are most outstanding accomplishments this year: 

• Kentucky has the largest hybrid electric school bus fleet in the nation!  

• Mammoth Cave National Park ordered a fleet of new technology vehicles and became the first to host 
a national partnership between the U.S. Department of the Interior and the U.S. Department of 
Energy. 

• Our Executive Director Melissa Howell was inducted into the National Clean Cities Hall of Fame.  

• Our Green Fleets of the Bluegrass program recognized twelve “Pioneer Green Fleets”. 

• Our “Electric Vehicle Readiness” was addressed when industry leaders joined energy providers and 
policymakers at Churchill Downs.  We will roll up our sleeves and get busy with our first plug-in EV 
project in early 2012. 

Thank you for your continued support, time, and individual efforts on our behalf.  It has been 
an honor serving as your president. 

Tracey Thurman,  

2011 KCFC President 

Administrator for the 

Lexington-Fayette Urban 

County Government 



Patron, Benefactor, Platinum  

& Gold Members 



Silver Members 

• Alltech 

• UofL Conn Center for  Renewable Energy Research 

• Forever Resorts 

• GE 

• Green Fuels Holding 

• Griffin Industries 

• LG&E - KU 

• Lykins Oil 

• Speedway 



Supporting/Non-Profit Members 

• Frankfort Transit 

• Jefferson County Public Schools 

• Lexington Fayette Urban County Government 

• Kentucky Department of Agriculture 

• Kentucky Division for Air Quality 

• Kentucky Division of Fleet Management 

• Kentucky Propane Gas Association 

• Kentucky Soybean Association 

• Louisville Regional Airport Authority 

• Mammoth Cave National Park 

• Max Arnold & Sons 

• Metropolitan Sewer District Louisville 

• Murray State University 

• Transit Authority of River City - TARC 

• University of Kentucky – College of Agriculture 



2011 Leadership 

Officers 

President: Tracey Thurman, 
Lexington Fayette Urban County 
Government 

 

Vice President: Bill Jacob, UPS  

 

Secretary: Greg Davis, Mammoth 
Cave Hotel  

 

Treasurer: Vic Peek, LG&E (retired) 

 

Board of Directors 

• Merritt Becker, Cummins Crosspoint  

• Fred Byrd, Kentucky Pollution Prevention Center   

• Mark Cahill, Bluegrass International  

• Thomas Clark, Eaton   

• Eddie Coleman, Green Fuels Holding  

• Nancy Cox, University of Kentucky   

• Len Dunman, Mercer Transportation 

• Tim Hughes, KY Department of Energy Development 
and Independence   

• Laura Knoth, KY Corn Growers Association   

• John Lyons, KY Division of Air Quality  

• Mike Mulheirn, Jefferson County Public Schools   

• Darren Patchin, Ferrellgas  

• Dickie Turner, Murray State University  



2011 Financial Report 

Project Income 

EPA/UPS Repower Project $89K 

I-75 Biofuels Corridor $1K  

E85 KY Corn Growers Infrastructure $17.5K  

Hybrid Electric School Bus  $9M  

Mammoth Cave/DOI/DOE Partnership  $ 505K 

  

Operational Income 

Membership Dues $74K 

US Dept of Energy $80K 

Hybrid Electric School Bus $15K 

Mammoth Cave/DOI/DOE Partnership $5K 

 



Information Superhighway 

The Kentucky Clean Fuels Coalition works to provide its 

members, as well as fleet, fuel, and transportation 

professionals with the latest industry information. 

Our website has a number of fleet and clean technology 

resources to help drive the “clean fuel” efforts of our 

Kentucky fleets forward. Last year the site had more than 

3,000 unique visitors. 

KCFC also publishes a weekly electronic newsletter to 

keep industry leaders abreast of the latest resources, 

news and KCFC accomplishments. 

Fans and members read and share the latest KCFC news 

on Facebook and our blog: 

             www.facebook.com/kycleanfuels 

             kycleanfuels.blogspot.org  

http://www.facebook.com/kycleanfuels
http://kycleanfuels.blogspot.org/


New Media 

Kentucky Clean Fuels Coalition partnered with 

kyGREEN.tv this year to provide dynamic content to 

its website as well as provide a tangible benefit to 

its members. 
 

Members were also featured on CleanCitiesTV, 

internet programming with video shot locally and 

postproduction provided by TV Worldwide in 

Chantilly, Virginia. 





Kentucky has the largest hybrid-electric school bus fleet in the nation with 160 school buses 

on the road. 

Pike County Schools, for instance, has achieved nearly 12 miles per gallon in their fleet. This 

eastern Kentucky school system has the largest hybrid fleet in the state and is doubling  fuel 

efficiency through driver education and ideal route placement of the buses.  

All the school buses are fitted with Electronic Control Modules that record and store bus 

performance data, including the hybrid system data.  KCFC receives that information from 

each school monthly and compiles the performance data, which can be viewed on the web 

site.  

Over a million miles have been logged by the buses with an average hybrid fuel efficiency of 

nine miles per gallon, which is 50% higher than the baseline fuel efficiency.  

“Kentucky's broad topographic range offers excellent opportunities for real world data from 

the buses,” said Melissa Howell, KCFC executive director. “We hope that school systems and 

the bus industry will take a look at our results and work to utilize this technology in large 

numbers across the country.”  

View the current data 

http://www.kentuckycleanfuels.org/resources/hybridbuses/busdata.xls


The KCFC applied for a grant from the U.S. Department of Energy in 2010 that would 

offset the cost of the hybrid system for buses.  In December of 2010, $12.8 million was 

awarded for the purchase of 215 hybrid electric school buses.  

The Kentucky Department of Education administers the funds which can be applied for 

by any Kentucky public school district.  Thirty one districts have taken advantage of the 

program.  

The buses are manufactured by ThomasBuilt and International and are equipped with 

an Eaton hybrid system.  

For more information on the Hybrid Horsepower 
for Kentucky Schools program, visit 
www.kentuckycleanfuels.org.  

http://www.kentuckycleanfuels.org/


E85 Refueling & Ethanol 

With assistance from KCFC, public fuel retailers continued to install E85 (85% ethanol 

and 15% gasoline) fuel dispensers across the state of Kentucky this past year: 

Louisville – Thorntons 

Lexington – Thorntons 

Somerset – Speedway 

Northern Kentucky  - Kroger  and Thorntons  

Western Kentucky – Max Arnold and Sons 

There are now 25 stations online. 

 

 

KCFC directs retailers to grants and funding assistance to subsidize  

pump installation. The Kentucky Corn Growers Association provides 

retailers up to $5,000 per dispenser.  Incentives and a  

willingness to give consumers choices at the pump continue to  

encourage more pump placement. 





DOE/DOI Partnership at 

Mammoth Cave National Park 

Mammoth Cave National Park and the KCFC worked together 
this year to purchase four LPG (propane) Bluebird buses for 
transporting visitors from the parking area to the cave 
entrances, two LPG (propane) Ford F150 pick up trucks for 
administrative and education outreach and three low speed 
electric vehicles for the campground and security areas. An 
educational and outreach component of the project was also 
created and will be unveiled in Spring 2012 during National 
Park Week April 21 - 29. 

The KCFC was able to secure funding for the project through a 
first time partnership between the US Department of Interior 
and the US Department of Energy. 

MCNP was the first national park in the country to use 
alternative fuels/advanced technologies in all their vehicles 
and equipment. 

 



Green Fleets of the Bluegrass 

KCFC’s Green Fleets of the Bluegrass Program was launched in 2011 

and aims to improve the environmental performance of vehicle fleets 

across Kentucky by reducing petroleum fuel use.  

The program is structured to provide flexibility for diverse fleets 

across the Commonwealth to pursue best practices while achieving 

recognition for successes along the way. Participating fleet managers 

complete an online survey once per year to submit quantitative data 

and descriptions of fleet activities.  

Participating fleets were recognized at the December 7 Winter KCFC 

Meeting. 



Meet Kentucky's Greenest Fleets!  
• Breathitt County Board of Education  

• Jefferson County Public Schools  

• Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection  

• Kentucky Division of Fleet Management  

• Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government  

• Louisville Regional Airport Authority  

• Mammoth Cave National Park  

• Mercer Transportation Company  

• Murray State University  

• Transit Authority of River City  

• UPS  

• Waste Management of Kentucky 

 

For more information about Green Fleets of the 

Bluegrass visit: 

www.kentuckycleanfuels.org/greenfleets.htm  

http://www.kentuckycleanfuels.org/greenfleets.htm


Industry and policy leaders came together at Churchill Downs in 

October to share advanced technology information and test drive 

a variety of electric vehicles. An electric vehicle readiness working 

document was also produced: “Plug-In Feasibility Study for the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky.” It will be the guiding document we 

use to evaluate the industry in the state. 

 

Kentucky Electric Vehicle 

Conference 

http://www.kentuckycleanfuels.org/events/evconferenceagenda.pdf


University of Louisville Electric  

Vehicle Charging Stations 

A partnership between General Electric and the 

University of Louisville resulted in the installation 

of six GE electric vehicle charging stations.  Plug 

in vehicles can be accommodated in the main 

parking garage on campus with priority parking.  

The U of L Speed School of Engineering is 

overseeing the project, tracking usage data and 

performance of the charging systems. 

  

 



Leadership Louisville 

KCFC was well represented when Lexington Mayor Jim Gray and Louisville Mayor 

Greg Fischer announced the Bluegrass Economic Advancement Movement 

(BEAM) this August. Twelve hundred filled the room including Frank Lewis 

(Whayne Supply), Merritt Becker (Cummins Crosspoint), Bill Jacob (UPS), Mike 

Mulheirn (Jefferson County Public Schools), Fred Byrd (U of L/KPPC), Eddie 

Coleman (Green Fuels Holding), and Tracey Thurman (Lexington Fayette Urban 

County Government). 

 

The BEAM initiative has an 18-month timeframe in which a business plan will be 

developed with the Brookings Institute highlighting advanced manufacturing 

and new technologies for the region. 

KCFC President Tracey 

Thurman with Lexington 

Mayor Jim Gray 



Louisville Sustainability  

Council 

Executive Director Melissa Howell worked 

with Leadership Louisville Bingham Fellows 

Class to establish the Leadership 

Sustainability Council.  The private public 

partnership will be formally launched in 

early 2012. 

 





UPS installed two biodiesel storage tanks on the Worldport property in Louisville, on Monday, April 11.  

The installation was part of UPS’s goal to reduce their carbon footprint 20% by 2020.  Bill Jacob, Vice 

President of Air Group Ground Support Equipment and Jaime Vincent of the Kentucky Soybean 

Association were on hand to talk with the media. The 30,000 and 5,000 gallon tanks will enable UPS to 

provide biodiesel usage in ground support equipment. UPS also completed repowering 95 cargo tug 

engines and providing gate electrification at 13 sites. 

 



Corn, Ethanol & NASCAR 
 

A hundred thousand NASCAR fans were able to see the performance benefits of 

Sunoco Green E15, the racing fuel with 15% ethanol, as cars raced round the 

Kentucky Speedway track in July. Kentucky's corn farmers attended to celebrate and 

help spread the good word about the domestic, farm-raised fuel. NASCAR 

announced they would use E15 in all of the race cars last fall. A partnership between 

NASCAR, Growth Energy and the National Corn Growers Association - 

called American Ethanol - works to promote the fuel's benefits. Drivers and racing 

teams are pleased with the fuel so far, as they are seeing increased horsepower. 

NASCAR is pleased with the environmental benefits. 

http://www.americanethanolracing.com/


Natural Gas Fleet Strategy at Waste Management Moving towards Zero Tailpipe Emissions 

  

Waste Management of Kentucky will be developing a CNG fueling facility at its Louisville, Kentucky Collection Operation. 

The facility will be located on Grade Lane adjacent to their Outer Loop disposal site. Construction will begin in Quarter 1 of 

2012, and the development will include a public fueling station. Waste Management expects to invest over three million 

dollars in the facility, and will be replacing its current 100+ truck operation with CNG vehicles over the next three to four 

years.   

With more than 32,000 collection and support vehicles on the road throughout North America, Waste Management has 

committed to reducing the environmental impacts of these vehicles. Their efforts to operate vehicles more efficiently and 

with fewer emissions can significantly improve the environmental profile of the communities in which they operate. Waste 

Management is a leader in the use of alternative fuel vehicles. The company has over 1,000 natural gas trucks on the road, 

the largest heavy-duty fleet of natural gas trucks in North America. 

Waste Management has committed to transitioning its fleet of over 18,000 Class 8 collection vehicles from diesel to natural 

gas. For every Class 8 truck that they convert to natural gas, they reduce their use of diesel fuel by an average of 8,000 

gallons per year. This reduces their greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) by over 21 metric tons per year per truck. 



Behind the Success 

KCFC Executive Director Melissa Howell has spearheaded coalition 

efforts for 18 years. She serves as a mentor for Clean Cities 

Coalition efforts across the nation. In addition to a number of 

awards she has received, Howell was inducted this fall into the 

National Clean Cities Hall of Fame. 



Behind the Success 

Emily Chandler joined the team as a Project 

Specialist. She manages the Green Fleets 

Program and data analysis, as well as 

assisting with strategic planning. 

Jennifer Elwell provides graphic design, 

website and social media collaboration. 



Driving Forward: 2012 Leadership 
Board of Directors 

David Huff, LG&E/KU  

Jimmy Carter, Ferrellgas   

Bob Hook, Bob Hook Chevrolet   

Laura Knoth, Kentucky Corn Growers 

Dickie Turner, Murray State University  

Steve Workman, University of Kentucky 

John Lyons, Kentucky Division of Air Quality 

Marie Burnett, Waste Management of Kentucky 

Mike Mulheirn, Jefferson County Public Schools  

Greg Davis, Forever Resorts/Mammoth Cave Hotel  

Tim Hughes, Kentucky Department of Energy Development and Independence     

Dr. Jagannadh Satyavolu, Conn Center for Renewable Energy Research, University of Louisville  

Past President Tracey Thurman, Lexington Fayette Urban County Government  

Officers 

President: William Jacob, UPS 

Vice President: Thomas Clark, Eaton 

Secretary: Len Dunman, Mercer  

Treasurer: Vic Peek 



Visit www.kentuckycleanfuels.org 

 
KCFC Phone/FAX: 502.452.9152 

PO Box 5174 Email: kycleanfuels@insightbb.com  

Louisville, KY 40255  

 

http://www.kentuckycleanfuels.org/
mailto:kycleanfuels@insightbb.com

